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This report for the year 1905 of the neurological service at the 
Vanderbilt Clinic constitutes the fifth consecutive year that these 

reports have been prepared and it is believed that they will, if con¬ 
tinued from year to year, constitute a valuable series for compara¬ 
tive studies in the incidence of certain forms of nervous and men¬ 
tal disease. 

It is doubtful if, with the present system of city government, 
a general clinic of the type of the Vanderbilt Clinic will ever offer 
a fruitful field for the study of mental disorders. This is defin¬ 

itely so with reference to those in which the psychosis which 
develops brings the patient in conflict with the authorities. For 

the milder grades, however, it is not improbable that much help 
can be offered by the clientele of such a clinic, if the inevitable 
crowding of our out-patient department might in some manner 
be ameliorated and a little more quiet and seclusion offered. 

During the year 1905 the number of patients sent to the 

neurological department exceeded that of the previous year. They 
numbererd 2,284, of which number 2156 were examined by the 
clinical assistants in service.2 The number of examinations made 
shows an increase over those of the past year. 

As in the previous years it has been found that the percentage 
of nervous and mental disease to the general clinic population 
has remained about the same, the figures for 1905 kindly given 
to me by Mr. J. V. Colgan being as follows: 

Patients Visits 
Nerves 2284 9521 
Orthopedic 1018 6861 
Surgical 4575 21600 

‘Report of service of Dr. M. Allen Starr for 1905. 
‘Richard H. Cunningham, Chief of Clinic; Chas. E. Atwood, B. E. 

Krystall, Smith Ely Jelliffe, S. P. Goodhardt, E. L. Hunt, L. P. Clark, L. 
S. Munson, H. R. Humphries, J. M. McEntee, Thos. P. Prout, Geo. W. 
Todd and J. E. Clark. 
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Medical 14026 43520 

Children 3723 9888 

Women 2772 10177 

Eye 4721 13967 

Ear 1637 6170 

Throat and Nose 4279 13091 

Skin 3745 11325 

Genito-Ur inary 2575 10672 

43355 156792 

The total number of visits for the year was 9521. Thus the 

average per person stays about the same as for the 5 years past. 

Of the 2156 patients who applied for treatment in 1905 it was 

found that 106 men and 51 women, 157, were not suffering from 

any nervous disorder, making a total of 1999 patients suffering 

from nervous disease in a clinic population of 43355. The aver¬ 

age of 5 per cent, of general incidence of nervous and mental dis¬ 

orders also remains as in previous years. In this connection it may 

be recalled that the average of mortality from diseases of the 

nervous system from the vital statistics of the United States for 

1900 was 11 per cent. 

In 82, 37 men and 45 women, a diagnosis was not entered in the 

case histories. The cause for this is not far to seek in view of 

the transient service sometimes sought. This leaves a total of 

1917 patients from whose histories the following statistical in¬ 

formation may be obtained: 

Mental Diseases.—The statistics of 1905 confirm the general 

average of ten per cent, of mental cases observed during the past 

5 years. There were 194 patients who showed some type of 

mental involvement, of which 95 were men and 99 women. 

The early developmental defectives represented the larger pro¬ 

portion of these cases, 73 in all, or 37 per cent, of the mental 

cases—3.7 per cent, of the entire nervous disorders. Of this num¬ 

ber, 11, 9 boys and 2 girls, were classed as Idiots, while 62, 32 

boys and 30 girls, were grouped as Imbeciles of various grades. 

The great disparity between boys and girls noted in last year’s 

study is not present in this year’s review. 

Following the broad classification of the insanities proper as 

outlined in the previous reports, and reiterating our statement 
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that the diagnosis of the general type of insanity must be accepted 

in a general sense, the figures of 1905 offer nothing striking. 

Toxic Psychoses were recognized in two instances, 1 male and 1 

female. Alcohol was the chief factor in one; the puerperium 

in the other. 

The Dementia Prajcox Syndrome was diagnosed in 15 

cases, or about 7.7 per cent, of the mental cases; omitting the 

defectives, the dementia prsecox cases represented about 12 per 

cent, of the mental cases, a proportion strikingly suggestive when 

compared with the records of the Kraepelin schools and with 

Dr. Gregory’s service at the Psychopathic Ward at Bellevue. 

Manic-Depressive States were diagnosed in 14 instances, 

6 men, 8 women; in only about half of these was the history 

sufficiently exhaustive to support the diagnosis. 

Involutional Melancholia of Kraepelin was entered as oc¬ 

curring in 14 patients, 3 men and 11 women. In these figures is 

seen the general tendency to follow the teaching of the Kraepelin 

school, and to limit the number of cases of melancholia, pure and 

simple. 

Paranoia or Paranoid States were represented this year 

by four patients only, one man and three women. 

General Paresis was diagnosed in 33 patients, 3 of whom 

were women. Thus of the diagnoses this year of mental disease, 

28 per cent, were of paretics. 

The general features surrounding the early paretic are such 

that relatively larger numbers are brought to a clinic of this 

type; the average therefore of paretics to other insane individuals 

is relatively much higher. 

Unclassified Dementia was present in 6 men and one woman. 

Mixed and undefined psychopathic states, mostly to be classed 

as among the Psychoneuroses, were present in 40 individuals. 

The larger number, 36, were women, and the menopause was the 

important etiological factor in determining the mental changes. 

Thus there were 29 Menopause Psychoneuroses, 4 Pathologi¬ 

cal Characters in nervous children; 3 marked neurotic women, 

and one man with obsessional, psychasthenic symptoms. 

Nervous Diseases.—Under this rubric 1723 patients are clas¬ 

sified, or about 87 per cent. As in previous years the so-called 

sensori-motor neuroses are more commonly represented than other 
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types of nervous disease. In 1905 there were 393 patients, 20.5 

per cent, diagnosed as Neurasthenic ; of these 248 were men and 

145 women. As in former years foreigners preponderated great¬ 

ly among the neurasthenics, the Russian Jew being greatly in 

evidence. It should be said that the general clinic patient who 

comes complaining of everything in general and little in par¬ 

ticular, is put down as neurasthenic. There is little doubt that if 

two of the clinical assistants should devote themselves entirely to 

the so-called neurasthenic cases, much valuable symptomatology 

could be obtained, but in the hurry and bustle of the work these 

patients are not very carefully investigated. When the difficulties 

due to the various foreign languages that these people speak are 

borne in mind it is not to be wondered at that a so-called 

functional case is not over interesting. The fact remains that 

for both men and women the faculty of being discontented 

and complaining is highly developed in these patients. 

The diagnosis of Hysteria may depend in large part on the 

individual investigator. It is not improbable that what is called 

hysteria in women is put down in the history books as neuras¬ 

thenia in men. This year’s statistics yield 106 patients, 5.5 per 

cent, with a more or less pronounced hysterical temperament, 8 

men and 98 women. Major hysterical attacks are not recorded 

for many of these patients. The more characteristic stigmata, 

aboulias, paralyses, anesthesias, are recorded in less than 10 per 

cent, of the cases at the time of examination. 

Some very interesting hysterical patients are seen from time 

to time. Hysterical paraplegia is entered upon the records, 

and one old case of hysteria resembling multiple sclerosis is 

recorded. One patient with a partial hemiplegia is entered, in 

which the hysterical basis seems very highly probable. 

Epilepsy is represented in 156 patients, 104 males and 52 

females. Most of these are in children, and are often associated 

with the characteristic hemiplegic and diplegic characters of many 

of the patients. This year’s great preponderance of boys is prob¬ 

ably accidental. 

The Sydenham Choreas in 1905 were less than in 1904, 141 

patients, 7.5 per cent., only coming to the clinic, of which 44 were 

males and 97 females. The preponderance of this disease in girls 

is very striking in the five years during which these statistics 
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have been gathered. It would be of interest to observe if the 

curve of the choreas rose and fell with the curve of infantile 

rheumatisms. I am unable to obtain any statistical inquiries in 

pediatric clinics that would offer any suggestive comparisons. 

In my report for 1904 I suggested that one in 200 children 

suffered from chorea if one could follow the statistics of the 

Vanderbilt Clinic as an average for the general population. I 

believe that this computation is too high, for it may be fairly 

well assumed that rheumatic conditions are much less prevalent 

among the better classes and that the secondary choreas would 

therefore be represented out of their due proportions in the 

following of the Vanderbilt Clinic. 

In a report of the N. Y. Post Graduate Clinic of Dr. J. 

Collins (Post Graduate, May 1905, pp. 578-583) Miss Hedwig 

Hoefle presents a summary of the cases of nervous disease ob¬ 

served from 1897 to 1904 inclusive. In this service there were 

325 cases of chorea in the eight years, 135 males, 187 females. 

The total number of patients treated in these years was 6350, 

thus 5 per cent, of the cases of nervous disease treated in the 

Post Graduate suffered from chorea. Our percentage is 7.5 per 

cent.; thus from general considerations and one statistical source it 

may be inferred that our calculation is somewhat high. I hope 

to return to this question when a report for five years shall have 

been compiled, and brought into correlation with other iniquities 

in European out-patient departments. 

This year’s report shows 13 Tiquers, 5 males, 8 females. 

Spasmodic Torticollis is diagnosed in 2 men and 5 women, 

while in twelve patients various ill defined convulsive anomalies 

are recorded. 

Paralysis Agitans is entered in the records as being present 

in 16 patients, 15 men and one woman. This is a high per¬ 

centage among the men. The youngest patient was 42 years of 

age at the time of onset. 

Peripheral Nerve.—The Vanderbilt Clinic offers an excep¬ 

tional opportunity for any student who would seek a knowledge 

of peripheral nerve affections. Of Neuralgias, Neuritides and 

Paralyses no less than 324 patients, 184 men and 140 women, were 

treated in 1905. This is within 10 of the total number for 1904. 

The Neuralgias were present in 158 patients (7.7 per cent) 
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69 men and 89 women. These were : distributed in general as 
follows: 

Male Female 
General and Non-localized 81 4 
Occipital 3 1 

Supraorbital 7 14 
Infraorbital 1 0 

Trigeminal 17 45 
Cervical 3 1 

Deltoid-Brachial 1 10 

Lumbar 7 3 
Sciatic 32 11 

As has been outlined in this report in a previous year the line 
of demarcation between the neuralgias and the neuritides is not 
always easy to draw. The presence of a sore nerve trunk is often 
unfound or even unlooked for—with this general statement our 
figures show 56 patients suffering from a Neuritis, not sufficiently 
severe to develop a distinct paralysis. Tubularly expressed these 
are variously grouped in the history books—the etiological factor 
predominating in the statistics. 

Male Female 
Alcohol 4 1 

Ant. Tibial 3 0 

Brachial 1 5 
Brass 1 0 

Lead 6 3 
Not localized nor cause given 4 4 
Pneumonia 1 0 

Septic-Puerperium 0 1 

Syphilis 1 2 
Toxic (?) 0 1 

Traumatic 3 0 

Peripheral Palsies were observed in no patients (5 per 
cent) 78 men and 32 women. The distribution was as follows: 

Male Female 
Erb’s 5 9 
Facial 24 15 
Brachial 10 2 
Musculo-Spiral 35 3 
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Thus it may be seen that the facial and the musculo-spiral are 

the nerves most frequently involved. 

Spinal Cord.—Speaking in a general sense only the spinal cord 

affections were present in hi patients, about 5 per cent. 

The Anterior Poliomyelitis Syndrome was present in 36 

patients, Acute Anterior Poliomyelitis being diagnosed in 31, 

12 males and 17 females. Chronic Anterior Poliomyelitis 

was diagnosed in 5 men. There were no patients with involve¬ 

ment of the higher motor homologues. 

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis was present in one patient 

only, while Multiple Sclerosis was present in only 4 instances 

this year, one male and 3 females. This is a comparatively small 

number of cases of this disease for the year. 

Posterior Column Sclerosis (Tabes) was present in 39 pa¬ 

tients, 35 males and 4 females. Friedreich’s Disease was present 

in one boy. Lateral Sclerosis was present in 5 men and 1 

woman. Combined Sclerosis was present in one woman. 

Myelitis was diagnosed in 6 men. A number of diffuse cord 

lesions, all in men, were present, thus there were 3 Fractures, 

2 Gummata, and one Gunshot wound. Syringomyelia was 

diagnosed in 3 men, and Hematomyelia in 2 men. 

Muscular Dystrophies were present in 2 males and in 4 

females; they were all of the Pseudohypertrophic type. 

Brain Lesions.—These were present in 94 patients, 4.8 per 

cent. Epidemic Cerebrospinal Meningitis was diagnosed in 4 

patients, 2 males and 2 females. 

Infantile Cerebral Palsy was present in 17 cases, 4 males 

and 13 females. 

The Hemiplegic Syndrome was present in 49 instances, 40 in 

men, 9 in women. No attempt was made accurately to locate the 

site of this lesion in the great majority of cases, nor were enough 

localizing signs entered in the histories to enable the compiler to 
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analyze them any further. Monoplegia was diagnosed in one 

male, and Motor Aphasia in 1. Cerebral Gumma is put down 

for 5, Cerebral Tumor 6, 2 in males, 4 in females; Cerebellar 

Tumor was present in 1 woman. Cerebrospinal Syphilis was 

diagnosed in 3 males, and Cerebral Concussion in 2. Post- 

Traumatic Athetosis is diagnosed in 1 woman. Cerebral Ar¬ 

teriosclerosis was thought to account for the patient’s symptoms 

in 12 men. 

Trophoneuroses.—These were represented by Raynaud’s Dis¬ 

ease in 1 man, Angioneurosis in 3 women, Myxedema in 1 man, 

Arthritis Deformans in 1 woman. Exophthalmic Goiter in 

10 women. In 2 others a goiter was present unattended with the 

sympathetic syndrome involvement. Acroparesthesias were 

present in 4 men and 13 women. 

Miscellany.—Alcoholism, 33 men, 6 women; Tea Drinkers, 

2 women; Morphinism, i woman; Tobacco, i male; Headaches, 

32 men, 56 women; Myasthenia gravis, 1 woman; Tremor, 4 

men, 6 women; Night Terrors, 3 boys, 2 girls; Onanism in 2; 

Meniere’s complex in 3; Paresthesia in 3; Insomnia in 17; 

Tetany, i ; Stammerers, in 13 boys, 9 girls. 1 Senile case 

and 1 with Enuresis and 2 Muscular Rheumatism. 


